
■ Kadena Ammunitions Storage Area (FAC 6022)

■ Army POL Depots (FAC 6076)

1 Occupies: Kadena Town, Yomitan and Onna Villages, Okinawa and Uruma Cities (2 cities, 1 township, 2 villages)
2 Coverage: 26.58 sq. Km. (of which 3.48 sq. Km. are from Kadena Town)
3 Landowners: 4,525 (of whom 143 are from Kadena)
4 Annual Rent: 11.510 billion yen (of which 1.371 Bil. comes to Kadena)
5 Local Employees:                          286 (of which 13 are from Kadena) 

MLC (Master Labor Contract)       250 (of whom 12 are from Kadena) 
IHA (Intermittent Hire Authorized) 36 (of whom 1 is from Kadena)

6 Managed by: 18th Mission Support Group of the 18th Wing (USAF areas)
MCB Okinawa Command (USMC areas)

7 Used by:        18th Munitions of 18th Mission Support Group of the 18th Wing and others
8 Primary Facilities:

Structures: Offices, Ammo Depot, maintenance facility, billeting, dog yard, family housing, et al.
Operations: Fuel tanks, motor pool, recreation facilities, et al

9 Current Status & Mission
The Kadena Munitions Storage Area is a broad forested swath northeast of the main Air Base, covering five munici-

palities. The thick canopy of Ryukyu Pine and chinkapin evergreen is an important habitat for rare fauna and flora while 
the flows of the Nagata, Hirayama, Yonabaru and Hijya make this an key catchment basin.

At the time of the May 15, 1972 Reversion, several facilities were combined to form today’s ammo depot; the
Kadena Ammo Storage Annex, Hijya River site, Namihira Ammo Storage, Yontan Joint Ammunition Disposal Facility, 
the Army Service Munitions Depot, US Army Ordnance Ammo Depot Chibana, the Kadena Takan Annex, the Kadena 
Voldack Arsenal, and the Higashionna Range Depot served Air Force, Marine Corps, Navy and Army requirements. 
This gave the joint hub a pivotal role in ammunitions supply in the Far East. Today, the 18th Munitions Squadron 
(MUNS) of the 18th Wing’s 18th Maintenance Group manages operations, supporting conventional munitions stores
and handling for all four US services throughout the Pacific theater.

The storage depot is divided into munitions storage and blast zone areas. Entry into the munitions storage area is 
strictly controlled, and outside of specifically designated areas, is completely non-smoking. The Squadron’s conven-
tional munitions maintenance shop, munitions control, and inspection office handles all packaging, assembly and 
deployment transport of stockpiles
     In recent years, the 18th MUNS Silver Flag training site has provided training in the use of explosive effects simula-
tors and vapor systems in simulated attacks for airfield damage and repair contingency training. In past, such training to 
repair runways in the event of damage from an attack used ground burst simulators and smoke grenades. On December 
10, 2004, the red smoke and massive noise blew into civilian homes and the local Kadena High School grounds, causing 
immediate cancellation of classes and severe eye and throat irritation among the students and general populace.

(As of March, 2015)

1     Occupies:       Kadena Town, Chatan Town, Okinawa, Uruma, and Ginowan Cities
                               (3 cities, 2 townships)
2     Coverage:      1.28 sq. Km. (of which 0.13 sq. Km. are from Kadena Town)
3     Landowners: 984 (of which 99 are from Kadena)
4     Annual Rent: 1.403 billion yen (of which 194 Mil comes to Kadena)
5     Local Employees:                   102 (of whom 3 are from Kadena)
       MLC (Master Labor Contract) 94 (of whom 3 from Kadena)
       MC (Mariners Contract)            8 (of whom none are from Kadena)
6     Managed by: 10th Army Area Support Group, US Army
7     Used by:        505th Quartermaster Battalion and others
8     Current Status & Mission

The US Army’s POL or fuel storage facilities include Kin Tanks 1, 2, and 3 in one tank farm with a fuel pipeline 
booster station, and Tank Farm #2 with its own booster station, all linked with an arterial system of 30 feet diameter (9.1 
meters) pipes. These POL facilities are located adjacent to Camp Courtney or to Kadena airfield operations.

The transport pipes linking the bases originally comprised a northward stretch from the Naha Port facility to Kadena 
Air Base, and conduits going south from Tengan Pier to Kadena Air Base and further south to MCAS Futenma. The 
Naha to Kadena northward conduits were completely decommissioned with the agreement for total return of Naha Mili-
tary Port, and the tanks at Naha were replaced with Kin Tank Farm tanks 1, 2, and 3 and the Kuwae Tank farm. Fuel still 
runs through the southern pipeline from the Kin Tanks through the Kadena Ammunition Storage Area, Kadena Air Base, 
to the Booster Station, transiting Cmap Zukeran to end at MCAS Futenma. Fuel is collected via four linkages points in 
the Bay area.

The pipes carry JP-4 (jet fuel) MoGas gasoline, DFM (diesel fuel), aviation fuel, JP-1 kerosene, and NOF distillates.

(As of March, 2015)
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Aircraft Noise Issues 
     Noise is a constant, all around us, a part of our daily lives. While individuals can hear differently, noise has ex-
tensive sensory and psychological effects which vary from person to person. This makes trying to define what is
and is not noise difficult, with the general idea often being, “unpleasant sounds” or “sounds it would be better not to 
hear.” More specifically, sounds that (a) are damaging to the body, (b) excessively loud, (c) have unpleasant timbre, 
(d) that interfere with hearing or speech, (e) that interfere with study or work, and/or (f) that disrupt rest or sleep are 
considered serious noise. 

The accepted standard for measuring levels of noise is “decibels,” which can be used to compare normal daily
sound levels to say, the volume of aircraft engines. The table below shows some comparative examples of noise 
levels. 

Impacts of Noise on the Human Body 
Decibel Volume Impacts

130 Limits of human endurance, painful 

Extended exposure results in loss of hearing 120 Next to a running aircraft engine 
110 Automobile horn blast (2 m in front) 
100 Next to the rails while a train is passing 
90 Inside an industrial factory Hearing damage 
80 Riding a subway car Causes fatigue and stress 
70 A ringing telephone Raises blood pressure 
60 Normal conversation Reduces ability to work 
50 Quiet office environment 
40 Late night urban area 

A normal conversation carried on at a distance of one meter separation is
generally held to be around 60 Decibels, a level at which other sounds can be 
perceived as noise. The 90 Decibel level is proven to reduce working effi-
ciencies.

 In understanding and in working to reduce the severity of noise impacts,
Kadena Town placed a noise level measurement unit atop the town hall roof
in 1978; the units monitor sound levels 24/7. In December, 1995, the Town 
adopted an online system which had the benefits of saving ener3gy, greater 
accuracy, and providing that information quickly to the community. The 
system uses three data gathering points.

Today, the three data gathering points include the Town Hall in Kadena 
Ward, the education facility in Kaneku Ward, and atop a private residence in 
Yara Ward. 

JFY 2014 Noise Incidents Sensor Point in Yara Dist. (0.6 km from runway) (Enviro. Noise Class One Lden Value to up 57) 

Aircraft Noise Monitoring System 

ITEM APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR Totals 
Monthly Total 
※Late night/pre-dawn (2200 -
0600) 

1,820 

(104) 

1,868 

(156) 

1,811 

(203) 

1,518 

(148) 

1,550 

(99) 

1,668 

(131) 

1,787 

(68) 

1,879 

(94) 

1,641 

(101) 

2,298 

(73) 

1,776 

(65) 

2,318 

(161) 

21,934 

(1,403) 

Avg. No. per day 
※Late night/pre-dawn (2200 -
0600) 

60.7 60.3 60.4 49.0 50.0 55.6 57.6 62.6 52.9 74.1 63.4 74.8 60.1 

(3.5) (5.0) (6.8) (4.8) (3.2) (4.4) (2.2) (3.1) (3.3) (2.4) (2.3) (5.2) (3.9) 

Avg. Duration per day 29 min 
41 sec 

30 min 
22 sec 

33 min 
50 sec 

25 min 
57 sec 

23 min 
22 sec 

18 min 
17 sec 

22 min 
21 sec 

25 min 
11 sec 

17 min 
25 sec 

26 min 
46 sec 

23 min 
27 sec 

32 min 
01 sec 

25 min 
44 sec 

Monthly Avg. Lden (dB) 69.1 69.3 69.3 68.7 68.7 66.5 68.0 68.4 66.1 67.7 68.6 69.3 68.1 
Monthly Peak (dB) 102.4 99.7 101.6 98.5 100.4 97.8 97.4 102.2 103.6 98.4 100.4 102.8 103.6 

Aircraft 
Deployments 

4 F-22s 
Rtn 19 Apr 

8 F-22s 5 Nov 
4 F-22s 7 Nov 
Rtn 12s by 25 Nov 

12 F-16s 15 Jan Rtn 19 April 

Training Relocations 

Jun 19 - Jul 10 

To Guam 

16 Kadena based 
F-15s, 1 Aerial 
Refuler, 1 Early 
Warning Craft, 

and 
290 personnel 

Sep 5 - 26 Sep 15 - Oct 7 

To Guam To Guam 

16 Kadena based F-
15s, 2 Aerial Refuler, 

1 Early Warning 
Craft, and 320 

personnel 

16 Iwakuni based 
FA-18s, 4 Aerial 

Refuler, 4 MV-22s, 
and 1,140 
personnel 

Oct 18 - 31 

To Nyutabaru Air Base 

12 Kadena based 
FA-15s and 

200 personnel 

Dec 3 - 19 

To Guam 

18 Kadena based F-
15s, 

2 Aerial Refuler, 
1 Early Warning Craft, 

and 400 personnel 

Feb 2 - 28 

To Guam 

14 Misawa based 
F-16s and 400 

personnel 

Feb 9 - 28 

To Guam 

18 Kadena based F-
15s, 

3 Aerial Refuler, 
2 Early Warning 

Craft, 
and 410 personnel 

※ Incidents numbers include only those exceeding 70dB and Background Noise level of over 10dB for no less than 3 seconds.
※ Avg incidents per day calculated by total incidents divided by number of days.
※ Avg daily totals do not include fractionals.
※ Conventional WECPNL (weighted noise levels) at an avg of 77.4/year at Yara Sensor Point.
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