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Scenery of Kadena's Machiguwa along the Kunigami Highway on Kadena Boulevard before the war
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From prehistoric times to dynasties
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The history of Kadena town is old, and you can learn about the ancient times from well-known archaeological sites such as Noguni shell mounds, Kadena
shell mounds, Kadena shell mound east ruins, Yara castle ruins, Kadena castle ruins and Kuninao castle ruins.

Historic records show that people have settled in the current Kadena town area since ancient time, and many archaeological sites exist along the coastline
from the mouth of the Hija river and the Noguni shell mounds. Some of these sites show records of inhabitants living there from some 7,000 years ago. The
ruins show that this area had a rich natural environment since ancient times.

It is believed that people at that time earned their livelihood by fishing, hunting, and harvesting, but due to social development, they eventually moved to
inland areas to form villages that became the basis of todays town. The areas of Yara, Kadena, Noguni, and Nozato opened as villages from early on.

Yara castle was built around 13th century, while the nearby villages prospered. Such descriptions can be seen from texts such as "Omoro Soshi" and the
first official chorography of the Ryukyu Kingdom “Rytkyt-koku yurai-ki." In addition, the town was home to famous historic figures such as the Katsuren
castle lord Amawari, who was active during the 1400s and Noguni Sokan, who is said to have brought back sweet potatoes from China in 1605, were both

from Yara and Noguni of Kadena respectively.
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From village to district
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In the past, Kadena town was a village that belonged to Chatan Magiri from the dynasty era, but during the Meiji era, in 1908 (Meiji 41), Chatan Magiri
became Chatan village due to the incorporation of the "Okinawa Prefecture and Island Town Village System.” This made the numerous villages of Kadena
under the jurisdiction of Chatan town.

Before the war, the towns of Kadena were all farm villages with the exception of Kadena. Not only is it blessed with the geographical condition of being
almost in the middle of the main island of Okinawa, but also the scenic Hija river, sourced abundant water and counted as one of the eight scenic spots of
Okinawa. The rich river brought in motorsailers carrying livestock from all over the prefecture. It prospered as a major livestock distribution center in
Nakagami-gun, and has developed as a harmonious city of people and their natural industry. In addition, numerous educational institutions were built by the
prefecture including the Prefectural Second Junior High School, Prefectural Agriculture and Forestry School, Prefectural Youth Normal School as well as the
Kadena Police Station and Okinawa Sugar Factory. In 1922, the Okinawa Prefectural Railway Kadena Line was opened, further expanding the economy,
culture and education in the district.
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History of Kadena
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